37° A SHORT HISTORY OF THE BRITISH ARMY
Hardly had the Indian Army disposed for the time being
of the Mahsuds than it found itself involved in a campaign at
the other end of the country against a very different but equally
formidable foe, the Moplahs. This fanatic Moslem tribe,
inhabiting a dense jungle-land on the Malabar coast, in the
neighbourhood of Calicut, rose in arms in August, 1921, and
began to murder police, soldiers and Hindus with no dis-
crimination and much barbarity. Strong reinforcements had
to be brought in and a regular campaign of sweeping by small
mobile columns undertaken before the rebellion could be
suppressed. The great difficulties of climate, country and
transport were successfully overcome, though there was much
close-quarter fighting and one or two serious engagements
before the rising was finally quelled.
Nine years later there broke out yet another serious rebellion,
this time in Burma. The causes of it were somewhat obscure,
though the object.of the rebels was avowedly to throw off
British rule. It took the form of outrages by a multitude of
gangs, who struck at isolated police or military posts as oppor-
tunity offered, and fell back swiftly into the mighty hills or the
impenetrable swampy jungle as soon as they had delivered their
blows. By May, 1930, all Burma south of Prome, was in
revolt; the military forces called in to assist the police were
too small and too widely dispersed to do more than merely
repel attack, and strong reinforcements were urgently called for
from India, When these arrived, a system of co-ordinated
drives by small light columns, which gradually penned the
. rebels up in their jungle fastnesses, proved effective ih restoring
order throughout the greater part of the country, and the capture
of Sayasan, the most prominent rebel leader, in July, had an
excellent moral effect on his rivals and followers. Finally,
most of the bands, short of food, arms and ammunition, broke
up or were dispersed by the columns hunting them down in
their lairs. By October, 1931, the situation was well in hand,
and though there was a renewal of disorder in the following
January, it was swiftly and effectually dealt with. Within a
few weeks the Burmese rebellion was a thing of the past and
the troops that had done such good work in its suppression,
had all returned to their stations in India. Apart from sundry
minor incidents, the peace of the country was not again disturbed
even by the perennial factors of political aspiration and racial
and religious dissidence in which lie such constant potentialities
of trouble for the Government of India and its army.
In 1927 a Far Eastern crisis made another sudden call on
British as well as Indian military resources and resourcefulness*
'  Ever since the revolution of 1912, which overthrew the Mancta

